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Colonial Plymouth
This paper will examine 4 major aspects of colonial

Plymouth 7 hese include the factors that determined
™= establishment of Plymouth by the Pilgrims in
1620; plan and construction of the /.own Itself;
distribution of land in and around Plymouth- and the'
expansion of Plymouth colony with the subsequent
decline in importance of Plymouth-town The ex
amination or Plymouth will be confined to the years
1620-1644.

Introduction
On Wednesday, Sept. 6, 1620, the Mayflower sail

ed toward the New World with crew and 104
passengers. Of the 104, 41 persons were
separatists1' from the Church of England, who ac

cording to William Bradford (future governor of
I lymouth colony), ventured to those "remote parts
Of the world" in order to propagate and advance the
gospel ol the Kingdom of Christ " These

separatists (later called Pilgrims) were the dominant
and controlling force of the new colony established at
I lymouth. Their ambition was to create a communi
ty, where they had liberty to worship God in their
own way, which was to live according to the tenets of
the New Testament.

The Pilgrims secured a patent from the Virginia
Company with the understanding that they (the
Pilgrims) would settle somewhere near the mouth of
the Hudson. The terms of the contract were harsh
-the Adventurers (merchant capitalists) would bear
Hie cost ol ship luring, supplies, and transportation;
in return the colonists "must work for them at
fishing, fur trading, lumbering, or whatever means
ol profit they found for 7 years." At the end of 7
years, each colonist (over 16) who had labored for 7
years would receive one share worth 10 pounds and
each adventurer would receive the same for every 10
pounds of his investment. All land would then be
divided on this basis. Thus a "family of husband
wife and 3 children who had worked 7 years would
gel exactly the same dividend as a capitalist who had
invested about $250." Many would not agree to the
lerms of the patent, but those who did left on the
Mayflower.

During May, fair winds usually prevail on a (rans-
/\U.muc cuissmfc, bin the Mayflower sailed in
September - the season of westerly gales, lhe cross
ing was slow and rough. Instead of following the
usual roulc - using the easterly iradewinds near the
Canaries to "waft" across to the West Indies and
Honda, and then follow the coasl northward - Cap
tain Jones .steered a straight course. The southern
roule might have provided a shorter and easier
passage, but the Mayflower would have run the risk
Of capture by [he Spanish or being wrecked off Cane
Hatteras. '

I.und, Exploration and Sefllciii".m
Two hours after sun broke lhe horizon on Nov 9

1620, the highlands of Cape Cod were sighted'
Recognizing the coastal geography, Captain Jones
turned south loward [he Hudson River, bui as Brad-
lord explains: "ihey fell amongst dangerous shoulds
and rormg breakers, and (hey resolved lo bear up
Qgainc tor the Cape....11 The Mayflower anchored
oil Long Point in Cape Cod Harbor (Provinceiown).
Although the Pilgrims had no rights in New England
the Virginia Company allowed "leaders of any plan
tation...fo...form as association to make orders and
ordinances, etc.. until a form of government had
been settled." The Compact silenced those who had
threatened lo "use their own liberty" when ashore,
because New lingland did not fall under the jurisdic
tion Of the Virginia Company patent. The Compact
was unique because it established a government bas
ed on consent at a time when "England's liberties
were still conditioned by the remnants of feudalism "

Moreover it provided a basis for local self-
government.

The Mayflower lay off Long Point for 5 weeks
while her members searched for a suitable site for set-
Element. As lhe Pilgrims explored Cape Cod, "cer
tain geographical necessities were kept in mind." The

harbor chosen was of critical importance because the
Pilgrims remained economically tied to Hngland and

hoped to establish fishing as ihcir mains! ay.

Therefore, the easy coming and going of ships need

ed to be assured. The distance from anchorage to the

shore and adequacy of land-sites had also be be con

sidered. Protection against the elements was also im
portant. Certain natural defenses were indispensable

in order to ward off hostile intruders, either Euro

pean or Indian. The availability of fresh water and
fertile land were crucial issues.

The Pilgrims made as complete a survey of the area
as could be expected considering the onset of winter
and dwindling supplies. The explorations may be
divided into 2 phases - the first in search of a general
location for settlement which uncovered Pro-
vineetown, Pamct, Wellflcci and Plymouth Harbors,
the second, the exploration of Plymouth Harbor for
a permanent site.

The first phase consisted of 3 separate expeditions

(figure 1). The first expedition explored Pro-








